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Welcome to Williamsville North High School.  You are embarking 

on an unforgettable journey during the next four years of your 

life.  Here are some tips to help you to stay focused on “the road 

to success:” 

 

Establish open lines of communication with your guidance 

counselor about possible college choices and career goals.   

 

Begin to compile a folder that will include: copies of report 

cards, honors, awards and a list of school and community 

activities in which you are involved, including both paid and 

volunteer work, and descriptions of what you do. 

 

Remember to stay focused; all of your freshman courses, grades 

and credits will appear on your high school transcript.  

Establish good study habits, work hard to attain the best 

possible grades you can.  Becoming involved in school and 

community activities will lead to greater successes in the next 

four years. 

 

“Choose your courses carefully and don’t wait until your senior 

year to think about what you’re going to do after you graduate.”  

 

“Don’t wish your high school years away, it goes really fast. 

Enjoy it.” 
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Sophomore Year, No longer a freshman and yet still not an 

upperclassmen.  You’ve made some new friends and have attended 

your first school dance.  Keep climbing this road, for your 

reward is just atop this hill, called high school. 

 

Continue communicating with your guidance counselor about 

where you are at academically now and where you can go from 

here.  Find out what Advanced Placement courses you are 

eligible for.  Begin to start collecting letters of reference 

from your teachers. 

 

Continue participation in extracurricular activities, clubs and 

sports. Volunteering reflects good morals and character.  Now 

is also the time to start thinking about driving a motor vehicle.  

Once you have your driver’s permit, consider taking a course in 

Drivers Education.  Practicing good driving habits now will 

benefit you in the future. 

 

Take the PSAT in October.  The test does NOT count but it makes 

for great practice when preparing for SAT’s that WILL count 

during next school year. 

 

“Think about the consequences of what you’re doing.” 
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This is the most important year of your life.  Studying diligently 

and keeping organized will help you maintain the grades you need 

to get in to the school of your choice. 

  

Junior Year Checklist: 

� In AUGUST find out where and when are the ACT/PSAT and 

SAT tests are given. 

� Register for the PSAT test in SEPTEMBER, and take the test 

in OCTOBER. 

� During the winter, be sure to review test scores you have 

received.  Take a study course for subjects you may need 

help with.  Also, consider taking an SAT review course. 

� It is never too early to start visiting college campuses in 

JANUARY. 

� In APRIL take the ACT 

� In MAY take the SAT, SAT II and any AP exams.  

� JUNE is the time to update your folder with report cards, 

test scores and recent achievements. 

 

Now is the time to start thinking about the costs of college.  

Research grants, loans, scholarships and financial aid. 

 

“Deciding what to do after you graduate will be the hardest 

decision you will have to make.” 
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Well… you’ve made it…almost.  This is the year to stay organized 

and take the initiative of being an adult. 

 

� SEPTEMBER- Meet with your counselor and discuss your 

plans for your future.  Don’t forget about your Senior 

Portraits. 

� OCTOBER- Be aware of deadlines.  Complete college 

admissions, financial aid and scholarship applications. 

� DECEMBER/JANUARY- If applying for financial aid, inform 

your parents that they’ll need to complete the FAFSA on 

Jan. 1st. 

 

Finalize your college plans; decide what colleges you will be 

attending, send in deposits when needed and relax you’re almost 

there…  Attend and enjoy your Senior Prom. 

 
On Graduation Day, look back on the last four years of this 

journey amongst the memories, laughter and tears and say, “I did 

the best job I was able to do.”   


